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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWORTH. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEMSWORTH. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Coirnc il, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs,  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a report  on  the  health  and  health  services  of  your 
district  during  the  year  1950. 

I have,  in  addition,  included  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  complementary 
to  this  report. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  again  shows 
a slight  increase  and  there  were  102  more  inhabited  Rouses  in  the 
area  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  spite  of  an  excellent  building 
record  there  is  still  a serious  shortage  of  houses. 

The  number  of  births  has  dropped  slightly,  275  live  births 
having  been  notified  as  compared  with  282  for  the  year  1949.  The 
birth  rate,  however,  is  still  well  above  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole.  An  unhappy  feature  of  the  report  is  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  still  births  from  7 in  1949  to  13.  Investigation 
has  failed  to  show  any  particular  cause  for  this . 

I am  happy  to  report  that  no  maternal  deaths  occurred 
in  your  district  during  the  year  1950. 

During  the  year  there  were  twice  as  many  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  as  in  1949.  This  increase  was  accounted  for 
by  two  illnesses,  namely,  whooping  cough  and  measles.  The 
measles  outbreak  was  not  unexpected  since  measles  tends  to  follow 
a two-yearly  cycle  and  the  last  large  outbreak  occurred  in  1947 
when  there  were  405  cases.  This  year  there  were  348  cases. 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  children  affected  by  whooping 
cough  during  the  year  adds  weight  to  the  argument  in  favour  of 
introducing  whooping  cough  vaccine  for  use  in  child  welfard  clinics. 
The  Ministry  of  Health,  however,  have  not  yet  given  their  approval 
to  the  use  of  any  of  the  vaccines  at  present  on  trial. 

Diphtheria  was  again  absent  from  the  district  during  the 
year.  With  this  killing  disease,  however,  there  can  be  no 
complacency  and  the  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  immunisation  during  1950  dropped  slightly. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  fell  slightly  during 
the  year  but  in  many  cases  members  of  affected  households  are 
still  exposed  to  the  danger  of  infection  because  isolation  of  the 
patient  cannot  be  obtained. 

Dr.  J.  War rack,  my  predecessor,  resigned  his  appointment 
in  June,  1950,  and  from  July  until  September,  when  I commenced 
duty  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  work  of  the  department 
was  ably  carried  on  by  Dr.  J.J.  Smith,  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  in  this  Division. 

Mr.  H.  Hudson,  the  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  also  accepted  a new  appointment  in  November,  1950,  and 
with  the  retirement  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  Fox,  in 
September,  your  Public  Health  Department  was  indeed  under  new 
management . 

In  expressing  my  thanks  to  these  officials  for  their  work 
on  behalf  of  the  Health  Department,  I wish  also  to  express  my 
appreciation  and  gratitude  to  all  members  of  my  staff.  Nursing, 
Office,  and  Volunteer  Workers  for  their  work  during  the  year. 

The  help  and  co-operation  of  the  other  Departments  and 
Officials  have  been  readily  forthcoming  at  all  times  when 
requested,  and  I thank  them. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  ifambers  of  the  Council 
for  the  interest  shown  in  the  work  of  this  Department  and  the 
encouragement  given  by  the  Chairman  and  .iembers  of  the  Health 


Committee , 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

/I  V 

J.S.  WALTERS 

M.B.,  Ch.B  . , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

' 


■ 

' 


. • 

. 
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PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  . 


Area  of  the  District: 


4,163  acres. 


Rateable  Value  - 1948:  £52,889 

1949:  £54,618 

1950:  £55,216 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - 1948:  £204 

1949:  £204 

1950:  £205 


Registrar-General  * s estimate  of  population:  13,470 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  31/12/50:  3,583 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  129 

124 

253 

Illegitimate  11 

11 

22 

Total:  140 

135 

275 

% % 

t 

1948  1949 

1950 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  24 

.3  21.26 

i 20.41 

do.  do.  (England  & Wales) 

17 

.9  16.7 

15,8 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births 

2 

.5  2,8 

8,0 

Still  Births  Male 

Female 

Total 

Le  gitimate  7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

1948 

1 94  9 

1950 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

30.77 

24.82 

45,14 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

.77 

.52 

.96 

do.  do,  (England  A Wales) 

.42 

.39 

.37 

Deaths  Male 

Female 

Total 

All  age  groups : 84 

60 

144 

Infants  under  one  year: 

Legitimate  13 

2 

15 

Illegitimate 

Maternal  Deaths : 

Nil. 

Death  Rates 

1948 

1949 

1950 

General  Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.67 

9.72 

10.69 

do.  do.  (England  & /vales) 

10.80 

11.70 

11,60 

Infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

live  births 

44.44 

60.28 

54.54 

do.  do.  (England  & Wales) 

34.00 

32.00 

29.80 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table  :- 

TABLE  I 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

8 

14 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

7 

15 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

6 

13 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

- 

2 

Other  heart  diseases 

7 

9 

16 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

Bronchitis 

12 

3 

15 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

1 

4 

Other  diseases 

16 

11 

27 

Motor  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

84 

60 

144 

Tuberculosis  was  directly  responsible  for  2 deaths  as 
compared  with  13  in  1949  and  8 in  1948.  It  would  be  unwise, 
however,  to  draw  too  optimistic  conclusions  from  this  low  figure 
as  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  district  has  not 
declined  at  a comparable  rate.  There  was  a slight  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  heart  diseases,  and  from  cancer  and 
other  malignant  neoplasms.  The  increase  does  not  indicate 
any  significant  trend. 

Infant  Mortal  ity . 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  classified  into  age  groups 

TABLE  II 


Cause  of  Death 

Age 

Groups 

IJptals 

F.  Tot . 

Under 

1 wk. 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

xvks 

3-4 

wks 

1-3 

mth 

3-6 

mth 

6-§ 

mth 

9-12 

mth 

M. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Asphyxia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  debility 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Gastro  enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Causes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

- 

- 

13 

2 

15 

Of  the  7 deaths  occurring  in  the  first  week  of  life  it  will 
be  noted  that  6 were  due  to  conditions  existing  before  or  during  the 
actual  birth.  It  will  also  be  noted  that,  of  the  15  infantile 
deaths,  13  were  males. 
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PART  TWO 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases 

* TAELE  III. 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TOMS  HUS  . 


Townships 

P 

F 

p 

. H 

-P 

i — I 

U 

erf 

o 

CO 

•a 

3 

o 

o 

fcdD 

s4 

.—1 

a, 

o 

o 

Measles 

erf 

‘d 

§ 

§ 

Ph 

Erysipelas 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Dysentery 

r-i 

»rH 

Sh 

o 

w 

•H 

O 

On 

■Tp 

o 

o 

Ph 

0 

H 

w 

<A  3 
ri  o 

9 ^ 

E CD 

•-1,0 

3 3 
PhE-i 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

r^» 

r — l 

erf 

+5 

O 

EH 

HEMSWORTI1 

8 

41 

229 

11 

3 

1 

8 

— 

7 

1 

309 

FITZWILLIAM 

7 

65 

54 

16 

5 

- 

23 

- 

3 

2 

175 

KINSLEY 

4 

40 

65 

23 

2 

- 

4 

4 

3 

2 

147 

TOTALS  : 

19 

146 

348 

50 

10 

1 

35 

4 

13 

5 

631 

TABLE  IV. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH. 


Diseases 

January 

February 

March 

April 

4 

f — i 

| June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

1 

- 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

39 

50 

5 

4 

4 

3 

4 

- 

-» 

- 

1 

146 

Measles 

1 

1 

- 

1 

12 

17 

53 

19 

69 

108 

43 

24 

348 

Pneumonia 

12 

12 

6 

5 

2 

- 

- 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

50 

Erys  ipelas 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

10 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

6 

1 

16 

10 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

35 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

4 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

- 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

13 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

TOTALS  : 

! 

53 

59 

65 

17 

41 

33 

62 

26 

79 

114 

47 

35 

531 

* 


\ 


-7- 


TABLE  V. 

CASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

© 

H 

Ih 

© 

1 

1 to  2 years 

2 to  3 years  . 

5 to  1 years 

i 

w 

L, 

cci 

© 

>> 

0 

o 

+> 

CO 

Ui 

ci 

£ 

1 — 1 

o 

+> 

0 

cc 

Sh 

qS 

& 

LO 

i — 1 

O 

•P 

O 

i — l 

CO 

O 

v3 

O 

4 

-O 

1 — 1 

20  to  35  years 

to 

cc! 

% 

CO 

o 

-p 

LO 

DO 

Vi 

u 

CvS 

B 

PJ 

LO 

to 

o 

-p 

LO 

r© 

? 

CO 

S-  M 
r.  J 
© !> 
>5  O 

CO 

to 

s — 1 

Ctf 

-i-3 

0 

EH 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

3_ 

2 

~ 4 

4 

4 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

26 

22 

33 

18 

34 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

146 

Measles 

32 

45 

45 

64 

62 

98 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

348 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

3 

7 

5 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

6 

8 

50 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

2 

4 

3 

- 

10 

- 

1 

9 

2 

2 

2 

35 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

Pulmonary 

Tuberc  ulosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

— 

1 

13 

Non- Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

TOTALS 

47 

77 

77 

i 

112 

90 

150 

8 

7 

21 

13 

12 

17 

631 

In  addition  to  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough  upon  which  I have  already  commented,  there  has  been 
a marked  increase  in  notification  of  cases  of  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning.  I believe  this  is  accountable  in  part  at  least  by  the 
members  of  the  community  calling  upon  the  services  of  their  family 
practitioner,  whereim  in  past  years  they  may  have  attempted  to 
treat  themselves  with  household  remedies.  The  family  doctors, 
for  their  part,  being  fully  alive  to  the  possible  danger  of 
spread  through  work  and  school  canteens  have  notified  cases  so 
that  preventive  measures  could  be  taken. 


- 
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Tuberculosis : 


The  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  contained 
in  the  Tuberculosis  Register :- 

TABLE  VI. 


Number  of  Cases 
in  Register 

Respiratory 

M F 

Non- Respiratory 
M ' F 

Total 

At  1st  January, 

1950: 

36 

45 

13 

15 

109 

New  cases  added 
during  1950: 

10 

6 

4 

1 

21 

Removed  during  1950 
through  - 
(a)  Death 

1 

1 

(b)  Recovered 

4 

2 

_ 

6 

(c)  Removed  from 
district 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

At  31st  December, 

1950: 

41  46 

87 

17 

J ^ 

16 

120 

Diphtheria  Immunisation: 


0-4  years 

5-14 

years  Total 

No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  during  1950: 

169 

45 

214 

Registrar-General's  estimated 
child  population  mid  1950: 

1,382 

2,363 

3,745 

Of  this  total  49.21^  have  received  a full  course  of  immunisation. 


PART  THREE 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  .WELFARE . 

Mrs.  Shields,  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse,  resigned 
in  August,  1950.  Her  work  was  shared  between  Miss  Tuite  and  Miss 
Kennington.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  were 
as  follows  : - 


First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

To  expectant  mothers 

49 

84 

To  children  under  1 year 

329 

1,816 

To  children  1-5  years 

8 

2,287 

Other  cases 

121 

622 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  has  increased 
considerably  compared  with  1948  and  1949. 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics: 


These  are  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  with 
a Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance. 

No.  who  attended  - 434 

Total  attendances  - 4,055 

made  by  above 

The  number  attended  and  the  total  attendance  is  higher  than 
in  any  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

An  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  is  held  three  times  per  week  and 
during  the  year  210  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts 
attended  for  treatment. 

Ante -natal  Clinics: 


These  are  held  weekly  at  Fitzwilliam  and  fortnightly  at 
Hemsworth . 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  attended  during  the  year  - 178 
Total  attendances  made  by  above  - - 887 

Midwifery  Services: 


Three  qualified  midwives  practise  full  time  in  the  area. 

Cases  attended  during  the  year  (As  midwife  - 161 

(As  Mat.  nurse  - 24 

All  the  midwives  are  in  possession  of  Gas  and  Air  apparatus 
for  analgesia  which  was  used  in  102  cases. 

Mate r ni t y Home  s : 


Admissions  to  Maternity  Homes  were  restricted  to  abnormal 
cases  and  cases  with  unsuitable  home  conditions.  An  analysis  of 
inward  transferred  births  notified  shows  where  institutional 
confinemente  occurred. 


Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home 
Manygates  Maternity  Hospital 
Wakefield  General  Hospital 
South  Elmsall  Maternity  Home 
St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 
Castle  ford  Maternity  Home 
General  Infirmary,  Pontefract 
Northgate  Lodge  Hospital,  " 
Benton  Nursing  Home, 

Wakefield  • 


28 

20 

19 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


r 


Care  of  the  premature  Infant: 


19  premature  births  were  notified  during  the  year.  Each 
case  was  investigated  and  help  given  as  required.  The  Premature 
Baby  Cot  was  loaned  where  required. 

Died  within  Survived 

Total  Stilt  A live  24  hours  1 week  4 weeks  4 weeks 
born 


1 


Domiciliary 

7 

1 

6 

Male  2 lbs  . 

In  Hospital. 

5 

Institutional 

12 

1 

11 

1 1 

Male  3 lbs.  Male  Twin 

14  oz.  4 lbs .4  oz. 

9 

PART  FOUR. 

CARE  ARE  AFTER  CARE. 

Hospital  Patients: 


The  new  work  introduced  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
Section  28,  is  not  yet  fully  developed,  but  much  progress  was  made 
during  1950,  and  a close  contact  exists  between  Hospitals  and  the 
Divisional  Health  Office.  I am  furnished  with  details  of  patients 
requiring  care  after  discharge  from  Hospital  - Home  Helps,  visits  by 
the  district  nurse,  loan  of  appliances  and  equipment.  The  patient's 
consent  is  obtained  before  the  case  histories  are  disclosed  to  me. 

Tuberculos  is  : 


Extra  Nourishment  in  the  form  of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  is 
granted  to  tuberculous  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest 
Physician.  lit  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  patients  in  receipt 
of  extra  nourishment  in  the  Urban  district  was  19. 

Beds  and  bedding  are  provided  in  necessitous  cases  to  enable 
an  infectious  patient  to  sleep  alone. 

Shortage  of  beds  in  Sanatoria  necessitates  the  use  of  Home 
Nurses  and  Home  Helps  in  caring  for  cases  awaiting  admission.  Home 
Helps  assigned  such  work  must  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  case 
and  must  volunteer. 

Convalescent  Homes: 


Two  weeks  stay  in  a convalescent  home  is  available  following 
an  illness,  on  the  recommendation  of  a General  Practitioner,  provided 
no  actual  medical  treatment  is  necessary. 

Home  Help  Service: 


The  demand  for  this  service  has  increased  tremendously  during 
the  year  and  12  home  helps  are  now  available  for  duty  in  the  district. 
During  the  year  they  attended  66  cases.  Details  are  as  follows:- 


Township 

No.  of 

H.H. 

avail . 

No.  of  Cases 

Total 

111 

Lying 

in 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Aged 
Illne  s s 

Aged 

Infirm 

Hemsworth 

5 

10 

20 

2 

5 

1 

38 

Fit zwilliam 

1 

5 

8 

- 

5 

- 

18 

Kinsley 

6 

1 

7 

- 

1 

1 

10 

Totals : 

12 

16 

35 

2 

11 

2 

66 

. '('.'.7 


_ ■ 
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Home  Nursing; 


During  the  year  Nurse  M.A.  Sale  of  Hemsworth,  and  Nurse 
A.K.  Caraher,  of  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam,  made  a total  of  5,390 
visits  to  352  cases. 

Mental  Health: 


One  Mental  Health  Social  ’/Yorker,  Mss  S.  Appleyard,  is 
engaged  part-time  in  this  district.  She  is  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  mental  defective  persons  on  licence  from 
institutions  and  for  reports  on  the  home  circumstances  of 
patients  in  respect  of  whom  applications  for  licence,  holiday 
leave,  etc.  have  been  made.  On  request  the  Social  Worker  also 
provides  background  information  concerning  patients  admitted  to 
mental  hospitals  . 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer,  Mr.  H.  Withers,  deals  with 
cases  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  where  urgent  removal 
to  an  institution  is  required. 


PART  FIVE. 


Ambulance  Service: 


7 ambulances  operate  from  the  South  Kirkby  Depot  which  is 
administered  by  the  'West  Riding  County  Council,  There  are  19 
drivers  and  3 telephonists  on  the  staff,  and  during  the  year 
14,  773  patients  were  carried  153,163  miles  in  5,154  journeys. 

Laboratory  Services: 


Specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
'Wakefield,  Chemical  examinations  are  dealt  with  by  tRq  Public 
Analyst  at  Bradford. 


PART  six:. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES  . 


Clinics : 


A Consultant  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  with  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  a School  Nurse  in  attendance. 

At  Fitzwilliam  a Minor  Ailments  clinic  is  held  weekly 
where  a Health  Visitor  and  school  nurse  attend. 

No.  of  pupils  who  attended  during  the  year  were 

Fitzwilliam  - 484 

Hemsworth  - 399 

Total;  - 883 

School  Medical  Inspections : 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  241  pupils  were  referred  for  treatment. 


a 

: < 

' ■■  - 

'•  : 


■ 


* 


-12- 


Child  Guidance: 


7 pupils  were  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
held  at  Barnsley. 

Orthopaedic : 


An  orthopaedic  clinic  was  established  at  Hernsworth  in 
March,  1950.  This  clinic  is  held  monthly,  the  average  number 
attending  being  20. 

Eye  clinics : 

Eye  clinics  are  held  as  required  at  Hernsworth. Clinic . 
During  the  year  13  clinics  were  held. 


E3LSW0RTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

4 . — 


Sanitary  Inspector's 


Annual  Report  for  the 


Yaar  Ended  31st  December,  1950. 
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Sanitary  Department, 
White  Hall, 

HE1E  WORTH. 


31st  July,  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  on  the  activities 
of  the  department  .for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950. 

This  is  my  first  annual  report  to  you,  but  as  I did  not 
take  up  my  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector  until  mid  October,  the 
greater  part  of  the  activities  of  the  year  were  of  course  carried 
out  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  S.  Fox.  This  annual  report  then  is 
almost  in  effect  No.  27  by  that  long  serving  sanitararian  who  has 
now  gone  into  well  deserved  retirement.  He  still  has  a keen  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  department  and  is  ever  ready  to  offer  advice 
from  his  large  store  of  experience. 

HOUS ING . 


1950  as  seen  continued  progress  by  the  Council  in  its 
efforts  to  improve  the  living  standards  of  the  three  townships  and 
some  100  new  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

The  allocation  cf  Council  houses  continued  by  the  application 
of  a ’points  scheme1  to  ensure  that  decent  accommodation  was  offered 
to  families  having  the  greatest  need  for  them. 

An  overcrowding  survey  has  not  been  carried  out  recently  to 
measure  the  effect  of  post  war  re-housing,  but  that  houses  were  still 
urgently  required  was  a fact  only  too  well  known. 

Work  under  the  repair  sections  of  the  Housing  Acts  and  by  the 
application  of  the  Nuisances  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
engaged  a good  proportion  of  the  time  spent  by  the  department. 
Property  owners  have  co-operated  fairly  well  during  the  year  bftt  the 
fact  that  rents  are  controlled  at  the  1939  level  whilst  the  cost  of 
repair  works  have  greatly  increased  is  one  which  is  claimed  by  owners 
of  property  to  be  constantly  impeding  progress  in  this  sphere.  A 
house  to  house  inspection  as  required  by  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
would,  I believe,  reveal  the  need  for  a vast  amount  of  repair  works. 
During  1950  complaints  of  defective  housing  conditions  were  dealt 
with  as  they  were  made  by  individual  tenants  and  in  eight  cases  it 
was  necessary  to  enforce  repair  works  by  the  service  of  Statutory 
Notice  during  the  year. 

DEMOLITION. 


Demolition  action  on  old,  worn  out  substandard  property 
remained  in  abeyance  during  the  year.  Property  in  Fit zwilliam  Street, 
Little  Hemsworth  and  Green  Hill,  all  within  this  category,  unfortun- 
ately remained  in  occupation. 

426  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  effect  repair  works 
to  173  houses  in  the  district. 
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DRAINAGE,  S AVERAGE  AMD  SANITARY  ADMINISTRAT ION. 


There  were  34  privy  closets  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  9 of  then  in  the  Little  Hemsworth  and  5 in  each  of  the  West- 
field  Road,  Green  Hill  and  Station  Road  areas.  A snail  sewage  plant 
was  constructed  by  the  owner  of  farm  premises  in  the  Fitzwilliam 
area  to  replace  1 privy  closet  during  1950,  and  the  conversions  of 
2 privy  closets  in  the  Station  Road  area  were  being  given 
consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

24  dry  ashpits  require  to  be  abolished  in  the  Victoria 
Street,  Kirkby  Road  and  Kinsley  areas. 

The  51  cesspools  in  the  district  were  given  regular 
cleansing.  Two  men  and  a vehicle  were  engaged  on  114  days  of  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1951,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £342. 

435  inspections  were  made  during  1950  under  the  Nuisance 
Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  arid  237  nuisances  were  found 
requiring  abatement.  229  of  these  were  successfully  dealt  with, 
leaving  8 outstanding  at  the  end  of  December. 

The  replacement  of  old  worn  out  dust  bins  developed  into  one 
of  the  problems  of  the  year.  An  increasing  number  of  property  owners 
throughout  the  country  contested  in  the  courts  the  service  of 
Statutory  Notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
and  decisions  given  did  nothing  to  clarify  the  general  position.  As 
a direct  result  Informal  Notices  only  were  served  on  property  owners 
in  this  district  during  the  year  to  effect  dust  bin  replacements. 

There  were  3 premises  in  the  district  where  trades  classed  as 
’offensive  trades’  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  were  carried  on 
during  the  year.  12  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises 
were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  conducted. 

DISINFESTATION. 

9 houses  were  either  reported  or  found  to  be  bug  infested 
and  were  given  spray  treatment  with  D.D.T.  solutions. 

In  addition  several  cockroach  infestations  in  houses  were 

treated. 


The  services  of  the  Yorkshire  Fumigation  Company  removal  van 
were  engaged  throughout  the  year  in  the  HCN  treatment  and  removal  of 
furniture  and  effects  to  new  Council  houses  only. 

The  Council  met  a varying  cost  of  this  service  which,  of 
course,  ensured  that  all  effects  removed  by  the  Company  were  free 
from  vermin. 

As  the  effects  of  some  100  new  tenants  were  dealt  with  this 
way,  the  financial  cost  was  appreciable  and  this  matter  was  under 
review  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 


24  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  into  notified  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases  and  details  passed  on  to  the  lledical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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C0ML10N  LODGING  HOUSE. 


The  two  storey  premises  in  Union  Street  continued  in  their 
use  as  a male  lodging  house  throughout  the  year. 

The  maximum  number  of  lodgers  authorised  to  be  received  on 
the  premises  remained  at  37  and  this  number  was  never  found  to  be 
exceeded.  Weekly  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  premises 
always  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition  and  well  managed. 

The  need  for  better  artificial  lighting  in  bedrooms  and  for 
the  staircase,  for  additional  blankets,  and  for  a suitable  fire 
extinquisher  at  first  floor  level  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  owner  of  the  premises  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  lodging  house  continued  to  perform  a good  service  and  Mrs . 
Oliver,  the  ‘landlady*,  is  to  be  commended. 

FACTORIES  . 

There  were  25  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
18  of  these  were  registered  as  factories  with  mechanical  power  so 
that  duties  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  mainly  limited  to 
supervision  of  sanitary  arrangements  in  all  cases  and  the  provision 
of  a satisfactory  fire  escape  in  the  larger  premises, 

54  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  4 contraventions 
of  the  Factories  Act  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  slaughtering  of  animals  continued  under  the  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  at  the  Hemsworth  Slaughterhouse  and  duties  of 
inspection  alternated  weekly  with  an  Inspector  from  the  Hemsworth 
Rural  District  Council.  This  service  covers  the  Urban  and  Rural 
areas  with  a population  of  approximately  60,000.  The  figures  shown 
relate  to  animals  examined  by  your  Inspector  and  represent 


approximately  50/-  of  the  total 

work  of 

inspection  required  at  the 

Slaughterhouse . 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cattle 

Pigs 

No.  of  carcases  inspected. 

1179 

3295 

126 

90 

No.  with  organs  or  parts 
condemned. 

729 

435 

52 

7 

25,691  lbs.  (11tt  tons)  of  meat  and  offal  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  Stated  so  barely  this  appears  a huge 
quantity  but  related  to  the  weight  of  meat  inspected  it  is  estimated 
to  represent  between  3 and  4/c. 

Of  the  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned,  55,%  was  attributed 
to  tuberculosis.  No  fewer  than  587  beast  livers  were  either  wholly 
or  partly  condemned  due  to  the  action  of  parasites,  particularly 
that  by  the  parasite  distoma  hepatic um. 
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The  following  were  amongst  the  mear  and  offal  condemned 
during  the  year:- 


15  whole  carcases  of  beef  and  all  organs 
1 do.  do. 

7 forequarters  of  beef 

9 whole  carcases  of  mutton  and  all  organs  - 
4 whole  carcases  of  pork  and  all  organs 
1 whole  carcase  of  veal  and  all  organs 
279  beast  livers 

380  part  beast  livers 
253  beast  lungs 
78  beast  heads  and  tongues 
117  beast  udders 
305  sheep  lungs 
132  sheep  livers 


Tuberculosis . 

Fevered . 

T.B. 

Emaciation,  dropsical,  etc. 
Erysipelas,  T.B.,  etc. 
Abscesses . 

Parasitic,  T.B., 
abscesses,  angioma,  etc. 
Parasitic  . 

T.B.,  parasitic,  etc. 

T.B.,  actinomycosis. 
Inflammation. 

Parasitic  . 

Paras  it  ic  . 


All  condemned  meat  and  offal  was  sprayed  with  a coloured 
liquid  to  prevent  misuse  and  was  removed  to  a branch  depot  of  the 
Pontefract  C.iY.S.  for  processing  to  animal  feeding  stuffs, 
fertilisers,  etc. 


Once  again  the  thanks  of  the  department  are  due  to  the 
official  and  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  Slaughterhouse  for  their 
ready  assistance  and  spirit  of  co-operation  at  all  times. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  was  34. 

OTHER  FOODS . 


Inspections  were  made  of  tinned  goods,  etc.  at  local  food- 
shops  when  the  shopkeepers  concerned  had  reason  to  doubt  the 
wholesome ne ss  of  the  goods  and,  where  necessary,  the  foodstuffs 
were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Some  377  lbs.  of  tinned  food  in  all  were  dealt  with  in 
this  way. 

WATER. 


The  water  supply  has  been  adequate  in  quantity  and  of 
satisfactory  quality.  Only  one  house  is  not  on  public  supply. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  rising  tendency  to  use  heat  treated  milk  continued 
throughout  the  year.  A Dairy  Company  from  Barnsley  has  several 
depots  within  the  district.  Companies  from  Sheffield  and 
Pontefract  also  supplied  bottled  milk  to  parts  of  the  district. 

Sterilised  bottled  milk  brought  in  by  a Hull  Dairy  Company 
retailed  from  a number  of  shop  premises. 

The  depositing  of  crates  of  bottled  milk  in  various  parts 
of  the  district  in  the  open  air  caused  concern  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  this  matter  was  being  taken  up  with  the  company  concerned. 

There  were  still  four  producer-retailers  of  raw  milk 
operating  in  the  three  'townships  throughout  the  year. 
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No.  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  dealers.  4 
No.  of  pasteurised  milk  dealers.  9 
No.  of  sterilised  milk  dealers.  8 
No.  of  raw  milk  dealers.  4 


Six  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  and  examined  by  the 
County  Laboratory  and  of  these  two  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene 
blue  test.  Three  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination 
but  not  examined  due  to  a shortage  of  guinea  pigs  at  the  County 
Laboratory. 

'Whilst  it  is  certainly  not  intended  to  approach  the  subject 
of  pasteurised  milk  in  any  complacent  manner,  it  is  a fact  that 
strict  supervision  is  exercised  of  all  operations  at  dairy  bottling 
premises  by  the  controlling  authorities,  and  by  the  dairy  companies 
themselves.  The  distribution  of  milk,  however,  now  require®  more 
careful  attention  and  no  doubt  some  complaints  of  the  early  souring 
of  milk  during  the  summer  months  are  explained  by  the  retailing  of 
bottled  milk  in  vehicles  affording  no  protection  to  the  milk  from 
the  rays  of  the  sun  and  to  the  length  of  time  elapsing  between 
production  and  actual  delivery  to  the  consumer. 

ICE  CREAM. 


There  were  13  shop  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  and  1 for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  38  visits  for  sampling  and  inspection  purposes  were  made. 

The  shops  sold  wrapped  ice  cream  from  thermostatically 
controlled  refrigerators. 

The  one  manufacturer  in  the  town  used  a "complete  cold  mix" 
powder  and  did  not  operate  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Three  samples  were  bacteriologically  examined  by  the  County 
Laboratory  and  all  three  failed  to  reach  the  Grade  I standard  of 
cleanliness.  Two  of  these  were  taken  from  the  local  manufacturer’s 
ice  cream  supply,  and  particular  attention  was  paid  to  these 
premises  during  the  year. 

The  use  of  refrigerators  in  shops  to  produce  the  finished 
iced  lolly  has  been  marked  during  the  year,  and  will  require  attention. 
The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  rigidly  controlled  and  a clean 
article  is  usually  produced  but  the  manuf acture  of  iced  lollies  in 
the  scullery  or  living  room- without  such  control  is  viewed  with 
much  concern. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  widespread  public  interest  in  a cleaner  food  supply 
was  one  of  the  happier  features  of  the  year. 

Byela.ws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  with  respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Food  and  came  into  operation  in  this  district  on  the  17th 
July,  1950. 


i 
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An  immediate  start  was  made  to  implement  the  byelaws  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  systematic  inspections  of  foodshops  was  in 
progress.  Shopkeepers  in  the  main  were  responding  well  and  the 
local  Food  Executive  Committee  giving  its  full  support. 

Confectionery,  fruits  and  other  foodstuffs  usually  consumed 
with  no  further  preparation  in  the  home  are  obviously  the  main 
foods  in  need  of  protection  from  contamination.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  supplies  of  wrapping  paper  were  in  extremely  short  supply  and 
when  available,  most  expensive.  The  practice  of  taking  dogs  and 
cats  in  food  shops  did  nothing  to  encourage  a clean  food  supply. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


26  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year*.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  recommended  methods  of  control 
were  again  adopted  and  treatments  were  effective  in  all  cases.  A 
lOf.  test  of  the  sewer  manholes  of  the  town  were  made  during  July 
and  revealed  a minor  rat  infestation  in  lengths  of  sewer  in  the 
Kemsworth  area.  The  necessary  treatment  was  then  carried  out  to  these 
lengths  of  sewer.  Tips  and  sewerage  works  were  periodically  inspected 
and,  where  necessary,  treated.  Zinc  phosphide  and  the  new  poison  A.N.T.U. 
were  both  extremely  useful,  though  the  four  days  prebaiting  is 
undoubtedly  necessary  to  achieve  successful  results. 

Attendance  was  made  at  all  meetings  of  the  No.  11  Group  of 
Local  Authorities,  of  which  the  Council  is  a member,  at  Pontefract 
to  discuss  matters  connected  with  rodent  control.  The  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation  in  March,  1950, 
and  new  duties  and  responsibilites  were  given  under  this  Act.  In 
addition,  regulations  were  made  in  July  to  deal  with  infestations 
in  ricks  during  times  of  threshing  and  dismantling. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE. 

Licences  issued:  Petrol  renewals  - 14 

" new  - Nil . 

Amount  licensed:  Petrol  - 66,540  gallons. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT  . 


There  was  little  activity  under  this  heading  during  the 
year.  The  Fitzwilliam  area  with  its  colliery  and  coke  oven 
chimneys  was  affected  from  time  to  time  and  my  predecessor 
approached  the  Managers  concerned  on  two  occasions  when  conditions 
were  extremely  bad.  The  problem  of  smoke  abatement  is  a national 
concern  and  I feel  that  a large  measure  of  smoke  abatement  will  not 
be  achieved  uhtil  public  interest  throughout  the  country  is  thoroughly 
routed  in  this  matter.  Atmospheric  pollution  gauges  sited  in  Vale 
Head  Park  were  changed  monthly  and  submitted  to  examination  by  the 
Public  Analyst  at  Bradford.  Gauges  were  not  sited  in  the 
Fitzwilliam  area  so  that  there  are  no  comparable  figures  of  sootfall 
with  those  recorded  at  Vale  Head  Park.  There  must  be  an 
appreciable  difference. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  district  was  served  by  four  Ford  petrol  driven  3-4  ton 
refuse  vehicles,  each  serviced  by  a driver  and  one  man. 
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Each  driver  and  man  were  responsible  for  a fixed  area 
calculated  to  maintain  a weekly  refuse  collection  service  in  that 
area.  From  time  to  time,  particularly  after  statutory  holiday 
periods,  assistance  was  given  to  any  gang  requiring  it  by  the  use  of 
the  convertible  cesspool  emptier-refuse  vehicle. 

A fortnightly  cleansing  of  each  privy  in  the  area  was 
maintained . 

A new  side  loading  refuse  vehicle  was  bought  during  the  year 
costing  £677.  All  4 vehiclcjs  in  use  were  thus  relatively  new 
vehicles.  Maintenance  of  vehicles  continued  to  be  carried  out  by 
a local  Ford  service  agent. 

An  average  of  3,810  dust  bins,  24  ashpits  and  17  privies 
were  dealt  with  weekly,  measuring  some  65  loads  of  refuse  for 
removal  to  tips. 

The  small  incinerator  at  Kinsley  was  not  in  use  for  refuse 
disposal.  Tipping  of  refuse  was  carried  out  mainly  at  the  Rotherham 
Road  tip,  but  throughout  the  year  loads  of  suitable  refuse  from  the 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  areas  were  tipped  on  the  surround  to  the 
Dog  Stadium  at  Kinsley.  Some  900  loads  of  refuse  were  tipped  here 
during  the  year  and  provided  useful  service  to  the  Stadium.  One 
man  was  employed  on  the  Council’s  Rotherham  tip  three  days  in  every 
week  in  an  attempt  to  observe  some  measure  of  controlled  tipping. 
This  was  not  entirely  successful  especially  when  the  tip  was  in  full 
use  by  all  vehicles. 

As  there  was  no  systematic  weighing  of  refuse  collected, 
one  can  make  no  accurate  estimation  of  the  weight  collected  during 
the  year,  but  at  2 tons  per  load,  and  I believe  this  to  be  on  the 
low  side,  a total  of  6,760  tons  at  least  was  removed.  This  weight 
of  refuse  for  a population  of  just  over  13,000  approximates  to 
10  cwts  per  person  during  the  year. 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1951,  was  £5,497.  Is.  5d.  Wages 
accounted  for  £3,429.  13s.  0d.  of  this  totalj  Petrol,  oil  and 
stores  for  £594;  Refuse  vehicle  and  servicing  £1,216,  including 
£677  for  the  cost  of  the  new  lorry. 

REFUSE  COLLECTORS. 


Protective  clothing,  consisting  of  waterproofed  jackets, 
leggings,  headgear  and  also  rubber  boots,  were  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  refuse  collectors  during  the  year. 

SALVAGE . 

Waste  paper  salvage  operated  throughout  the  year  as  part 
of  the  normal  refuse  collection  service  though  until  June  many 
local  authorities  had  difficulties  in  disposing  of  waste  paper 
and  discontinued  collection.  A hand  operated  baling  machine  was 
in  regular  use  and  sales  were  again  made  to  a Bradford  firm  of 
Merchants  throughout  the  year. 

The  sudden  demand  for  paper  late  in' the  year  quickly 
doubled  previous  prices  and  made  waste  paper  quite  a profitable 
unde  rtaking . 


40  tons-11  cwts  . of  mixed  waste  paper  were  sold  realising 
£205.  These  figures  were  slightly  below  those  for  1949  but  the 
benefit  of  increasing  prices  will  be  better  illustrated  by  1951 
figures.  Since  waste  paper  collections  began  in  1940,  483  tons 
had  been  sold  by  the  end  of  1950  for  the  sum  of  £2,826. 

CONCLUSION. 

May  I thank  you  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen 
for  your  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the  department  during 
the  year. 


Tly  personal  thanks  are  offered  to  the 
Health  (Dr.  .falters)  for  his  ready  assistance 
as  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  Mr.  S.  Fox  and 
the  staff,  both  indoor  and  outdoor,  for  their 
assistance . 


Medical  Officer  of 
since  my  early  days 
my  colleagues  on 
ever  ready  offer  of 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 
C.  H.  SEAL, 


Sanitary  Inspector . 
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